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Degerli konuklar,

“Viyana Ekonomik Forumu, Bolgesel Igbirlikleri Oturumu™na hos geldiniz. Tiirk Girigim ve
[s Diinyas1 Konfederasyonu adina hepinizi saygiyla selamliyorum.

Size kisaca TURKONFED'den bahsetmek istiyorum. Catimiz altinda toplanan 16 bolgesel ve
3 sektorel federasyona bagli 136 dernek ile tilkemizin dort bir yanindaki 1s insanlarini temsil
ediyoruz. Tirkiye giindemini ilgilendiren konularda is diinyasmin ortak sesi olmak igin
¢aligiyor ve 1§ diinyasinin sorunlarina ¢ok sesli, tarafsiz ve yapici bakis agisiyla yaklasiyoruz.

TURKONFED olarak, Tiirkiye’nin dort bir kosesinde faaliyet gosteren 11 bin is insanini
temsilen size sunu belirtmek isterim ki, stratejik ortagi olmaktan memnuniyet duydugumuz
Viyana Ekonomik Forumu gibi ig birliklerinin Tiirkiye 1le AB iilkeleri arasindaki ekonomik
iliskileri giiclendirdigi asikardir.

Tiirkiye'nin en biiyiik ticari ortagi Avrupa Burligi’dir. Bu nedenle AB’deki talep kosullan
Tiirkiye nin ihracati iizerinde biiyiik etki yapiyor. Nitekim AB’deki toparlanmanm hentiz arzu
edilen seviyede olmamasina karsilik Ocak-Eyliil doneminde AB’ye ihracat bir onceki yila
gore %6,7 oraminda artiy gosterdi. AB’deki toparlanma siirecinin devam etmes: Tiirkiye nin
thracat1 tizerinde de olumlu etki yapacak. Ancak IMF ongoriilerine gore 2014°de AB’deki
biiyiime sadece %1.3 olacak. Merkezi ve Dogu Avrupa iilkelerinin ise biiyiime hizi AB’nin
iki katina ulasacak. 2014’te diinya ekonomisi 1se %3,6 biiyiiyecek. Bu oran diinya
ekonomismin 2014 yilinda 1995-2004 dénemine dénebilecegine 1saret ediyor, ancak yine de
2001-2007 ortalamasinn altinda bir oran.

Durgunlugun yasandigi kiiresel ekonominin yeniden toparlanabilmesi adina, bizlere — 1s
diinyasima - ¢ok is diistiyor. Risk almak, faaliyet yaratmak ve yeni istthdam kapilari agmak
bizim elimizde. Bu da ozellikle bolge tilkeleri arasinda isbirligi imkanlarinin geligtirilmesini
her zamankinden daha 6nemli kiliyor.

Tiirkiye 3 tarafindan denizlerle ¢evrili bir cografyaya sahip. Hem Karadeniz’e kiyisi olup hem
de Tuna nehrinin gectigi iilkelerle ticari iliskilerimiz olumlu yonde siiriiyor. Bu baglamda
Karadeniz ve Tuna Bolgesinin birbirlerme bagh bir stratejik iliskiye sahip olduklarm
goriiyoruz. Iki bolge iilkelerinin ortak kiimesinin genisligi nedeniyle igbirligi alanlari da
cesitlilik gosteriyor.

Kiiresel kriz stirecinde Tirkiye. ekonomisimi en yiiksek oranda biiyiiten tilkeler arasina
girmeyi bagarmistir. Tiirk hiikiimetinin ekonomik reformlariyla birlikte, bu basarinin gergek
kahramanlari 6zel sektor temsilcileri yani biz is adamlandir. Tiirkiye geng niifusunun yaninda
aktif girisimci bir ozel sektér kaynagma sahiptir. Igerisinde bulundugumuz cografyadaki
gelismeler dikkate alindiginda, 6zellikle orta dogudaki yeni 15 imkanlan ve biiyiiyen pazar,
Avrupali dostlarimizla iligkilerimizi daha da yakinlasmamiz gerektigine isaret etmektedir.
Avrupali KOBI’lerle Tiirk KOBI'lerinin ortak yatirim, dis ticaret ve iiciincii iilkelere ticaret
konusunda hizli davranmasi Viyana Ekonomik Forumu iiyesi iilkelerin ekonomilerine de
olumlu yonde katki saglayacaktir. Bu cergevede Tiirkiye’nin her bolgesinde orgiitlenmis



federasyonlar1 ve dernekleri araciigiyla TURKONFED bu is birliginin kopriisit olmaya
hazirdur.

Bu isbirliklerinin gerceklestirilebilmesi adina bazi kilit noktalara dikkatinizi ¢ekmek
1stiyorum.

Finansal krizden dersler ¢ikarilmali ve siirdiiriilebilir biiylimenin saglanmasi adina
bolgesel igbirliklerinin katkis: vurgulanmalidir.
Kiiresel rekabeti ve ekonomik cazibeyi artirmak icin piyasa ekonomisi reformlar:
desteklenmelidir.
'l Tiirk 15 diinyas:1 temsilcilerinin Avrupa’ya gergeklestirecekler1 seyahatlerdeki vize
zorluklar1 aramizdaki ticaretin 6niindeki en 6nemli engellerden birini olugturmaktadir.
Ll Girisimcilere yonelik yatirim politikalar: desteklenmeli ve sinir disi sermaye akist
kolaylagtirilmalidir. Bu c¢er¢evede Avrupali is adamlarnm hiikiimetleri nezdinde
girisimlerde bulunmasmmin yararli olacagmi diigiinmekteyiz. Bu sorunun temelden
¢coziimii elbette Tiirkiye’nin AB’ye tam iiyeligi ile saglanabilecektir. Bu cercevede
Avrupali 15 adamlari dostlarimizdan lobi destegi bekledigimizi de hatirlatmak 1sterim.
Baolge iilkeleri arasinda yatirim, trend ve faaliyetler hakkinda bilgi saglanacak bir veri
tabaninin olugturulmasi saglanmalidir.
Siirdiiriilebilir ekonominin ve dogrudan yabanc: yatirimlarm saglanmasi adina
ozellegtirme siireci desteklenmelidir.

Kiiresel krizler tiim ekonomiler ve her ulusal ekonomi i¢indeki tiim sirketler i¢in olumsuzdur.
Ancak KOBI'ler iizerindeki olumsuz etkisi daha fazladir. Benzeri big¢imde, uluslararasi
isbirliklerinden yararlanmak tiim sirketler igin iyidir. Ama KOBI’ler c¢ogunlukla bu
isbirliklerine erigebilecek olanaklardan yoksundur. Bu nedenle bolgesel igbirligi, 6zellikle
KOBI'ler agismndan o6nemlidi. TURKONFED’in de iiye yapismn agulikli  olarak
KOBI'lerden olustugunu vurgulamak isterim. Tiirkiye’de isletmelerin %99 unu olugturan
KOBI’lerin sayis1 3 milyondan fazladir. KOBT'ler Tirkiye’de ihracatin %60, ithalatin ise
%40’ 1 gergeklestirmektedir. Avrupa Birligi'nde de bu oran aym; KOBI’ler Avrupa’da
igletmelerin %99’unu olusturuyor. Dolayistyla KOBI’leri desteklemek hem Tiirkiye hem de
Avrupa agisindan isbirliklerinin oniinti agacak bir eylemdir. Bu nedenle KOBI'lerimiz dig
ticarete yonlendirmeli, Ar-Ge, Inovasyon ve teknoloji tiretimleri desteklenmelidir.

Sozlerime son verirken, bolgesel igbirliklerinin giiclenmesini ve kargilikli yatirumlarin devam
etmesini diliyorum. Bu igbirliklerinin kalkinmaya itici bir gii¢ olacagini unutmamaliyiz. Bu
cercevede “Bolgesel Isbirlikleri: Tuna Ongoriileri” temali bu toplantinin tiim katilimcilar igin
1sbirliklerime bir baglangi¢ olmasii temenni ediyorum.

Beni dinlediginiz i¢in tesekkiir eder, saygilar sunarim.
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Dear guests,

Welcome to the Regional Cooperation Session of the Vienna Economic Forum. On behalf of
the Turkish Enterprise and Business Confederation, I salute you all with my sincere regards.

First, I would like to inform you briefly about our confederation TURKONFED. We represent
businesspeople from all across our country, members of 136 business associations affiliated
with 16 regional and sectoral federations under the umbrella of our confederation. We work to
be the common voice of the business community in Turkey and we develop well-rounded,
objective and constructive viewpoint about all business related topics and problems.

Representing TURKONFED and 11 thousand businesspeople across Turkey, I would like also
to express our pleasure in being a strategic partner of Vienna Economic Forum. It is clear that
such cooperation strengthen economic relations between Turkey and the EU countries.

The biggest trade partner of Turkey is the European Union. Hence, the demand conditions in
Europe have a great impact on the Turkish exports. The economic recovery in the EU may be
weak and below expectations, but even with this modest recovery, Turkish exports to the EU
in the January-September period have icreased 6.7 percent compared to the previous year.
Continuing recovery in Europe will have a positive effect on Turkish exports. According to
the IMF forecasts, in the year of 2014 the economic growth in the EU will be merely 1.3
percent. The growth rate of the Central and Eastern Europe will be twice as big. The world
economy will grow 3.6 percent in 2014. This growth rate indicates that in the year of 2014,
the world economy may attain the performance of the period of 1995-2004, even if it remains
below the average growth rate of the period of 2001-2007.

We, the business community, have our share of responsibility to confribute to the global
recovery. We have to take risks, create economic activities and new employment
opportunities. This makes the development of the cooperation among the countries of the
region ever more important.

Turkey 1s surrounded on three sides by the seas. Our trade relation with both the Black Sea
and the Danubian countries i1s vibrant. In this context, we see that the Black Sea and the
Danube regions are strategically interconnected. As there is a large intersection between the
two regions, there is also a range of areas of cooperation.

Turkey has succeeded to be among the fastest growing countries during the global crisis. In
addition to the economic reforms of the Turkish government, the real heroes of this success
story 1s the private sector, or in other word, we, the businesspeople. Turkey has not only a
young population but also an active, enterprising private sector. Considering the
developments in our geographic region, particularly the new business opportunities and the
expanding markets in the Middle East, we should strengthen our ties with our European
friends. Taking action swiftly to develop the partnership between European and Turkish
SMEs in investments, trade and particularly trade with the third party countries will contribute
to the economies of the Vienna Economic Forum member countries as well. With its member



federations and association organized in every region of Turkey, TURKONFED is ready to
act as a bridge for such cooperation.

I would like to highlight some key issues to pave the way such cooperation:

| Lessons should be drawn from the financial crisis and the contribution of the regional
cooperation to the sustainable development should be emphasized.

| In order to develop global competitiveness and economic appeal, market economy
reforms should be supported.

Ll Visa difficulties faced by the representatives of the Turkish business community in
their travel to Europe create one of the major obstacles to the development of the trade
between us.

.| Policies to improve the investment environment should be supported and cross-border

capital flows should be facilitated. We believe that actions taken by the European

businesspeople before their governments may be mstrumental. Of course, the

complete solution to this problem requires full membership of Turkey to the EU. I

would like to take this occasion to remind you that we look forward to the lobbying

support from our friends, the European businesspeople.

A database to mmform on the trends, activities and investments in and among the

countries of the region should be constructed.

In order to promote sustainable economy and direct foreign investments, privatizations

should be supported.

Global crises have a negative impact on all economies and on all companies of every national
economy. However the negative impact on the SMEs is more pronounced. Similarly
international cooperation is beneficial for all companies. But the SMEs generally lack the
means to access such international cooperation. Hence, regional cooperation is particularly
important for the SMEs. I would like to stress that the membership structure of the
TURKONFED is constituted predominantly by SMEs. In Turkey there are more than 3
million SMEs which account for about 99 percent of the total number of enterprises. The
SMEs carry out 60 percent of the exports and 40 percent of the imports of Turkey. Similar
ratios are effective in Europe as well. 99 percent of the European enterprises are SMEs.
Therefore promoting SMEs is a measure to pave the way of cooperation both for Turkey and
for the Europe. This is why our SMEs should be encouraged to engage in foreign trade and
their R&D, innovation and technology production efforts should be supported.

Concluding my speech, I wish a bright future for the regional cooperation and continuing
mutual mvestments. We should not forget that this kind of cooperation is one of the driving
forces of the development. I wish also that this meeting titled “Regional Cooperation —
Visions for the Danube” initiates fruitful cooperation among the participants.

I thank you for your kind attention. Please accept my sincere regards.



